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The latest Local Election boundaries
have changed yet again and
Glasnevin and Drumcondra are once
again included in my constituency. It
is extremely difficult for a councillor
to maintain a service to residents
when there are regular constituency
changes. Having served the
residents of both areas previously
I hope to be elected in May to
continue to represent these areas.
For this purpose I will be seeking
your Number 1 vote on May 24th.
Even when the area was not part
of my constituency I continued to
work with local residents and I have
been involved in various local issues

such as BusConnects, MetroLink,
inappropriate planning proposals
and illegal dumping.
Currently, the National Transport
Authority (NTA) are proposing two
very significant public transport
projects which will have a huge
effect on the Glasnevin and
Drumcondra areas. The MetroLink
and BusConnects projects will have
a very significant impact on the area
and it is vital that the benefits of
the increase in public transport will
not be outweighed by the negative
impact on the local community.

BUSCONNECTS
Public consultation on the third phase of the Busconnects
proposals is currently being undertaken by the National Transport
Authority (NTA). The public submitted over 30,000 observations
and objections to the first phase of the proposals and it’s important
that residents engage with the latest consultation so their views
will be recorded. I helped organise over 300 submissions from
the Cabra area to ensure that the views of local residents will be
included in the revised proposals.
I believe any proposals which result in a better public transport system are to be welcomed but the NTA must
ensure that the knock on effects don’t seriously disadvantage local residents. A major concern I have is that
the NTA have not carried out traffic projections for the traffic displaced by the proposed changes. If the NTA
haven’t carried out such traffic modelling it would appear that they are not too concerned about the effect on the
surrounding residential roads.
The third phase of the process, which will affect the Glasnevin/Drumcondra area, will involve infrastructural
changes such as road closures for private traffic, removal of some gardens, removal of trees, increased cycleways
and bus lanes. I would encourage as many residents as possible to submit observations to the NTA to ensure the
opinions of the local community are included in consultation process. The consultation for Phase 3 ends on the 31st
May 2019.
Submissions can be made by email cbc@busconnects.ie or via the online form on the website www.busconnects or
by post at the following address:
Core Bus Corridor Project
National Transport Authority
Dún Scéine
Harcourt Lane
Dublin 2
D02 WT20

MetroLink
I supported the local residents in their objections to the original
Metro North proposals and I continue to support their legitimate
concerns about the new MetroLink proposals.
The successful campaign by Na Fianna GAA club and the
local community to have proposed Tunnel Boring Machine Site
relocated from the initial site at the Na Fianna grounds to a
more appropriate site demonstrates the power of a community
when united. As part of my submission to the MetroLink project
I pointed out that without a detailed active planning application
and in the absence of a comprehensive preliminary business
case, it is difficult to determine the cost benefits of the proposal or the finer detail of the intrusiveness of the
construction phase of the project. However, it is clear that the proposed route will affect a significant number of
residents and businesses across all areas. My assumption is that the Emerging Preferred Route was decided
for engineering convenience and economic grounds rather than an assessment of the impact on the local
population. Given the lack of consultation with local residents and public representatives prior to the release of
the Emerging Preferred Route I expect the submissions from the both residents and public representatives to
be used as guidance in reviewing the proposal and producing a more amenable proposition.

Glasnevin Autos Site
I was one of only three public representatives who supported the residents
of Glasnevin Hill in objecting to a totally inappropriate planning application
for the old Glasnevin Autos site. I believe the proposal to construct a 6
storey and 5 storey building containing 74 residential units and some
retail on the site overlooking the historic Glasnevin village is unacceptable
and is not in keeping with the character of the area. The proposed
development would be overly dominating to the surrounding properties
and would overlook, overshadow and impinge on the privacy of the local
residents. Dublin City Council has requested additional information from the
developer and they have six months to reply to this request.

Claremont Telecommunications Mast
I supported the residents of Claremont in their 12 year campaign to have
the O2 telecommunications mast which overlooked the estate from Dublin
Industrial Estate removed. The An Bord Pleanála inspector described the mast
as “hugely overbearing and imposing” yet the company were given retention
twice for five year periods. The battle was long but this was another good
example of a well organised community campaign being successful in the
end.

Smurfit Site Development
The developer of the old Smurfit site on Botanic Road has
submitted an application for 299 apartments on the site. The
Strategic Housing Development process is being used where
an application for over 100 units can bypass the Local Authority
and go straight to An Bord Pleanála. The proposal comprises
5 blocks ranging in height from 5 storeys to 9 stories. I would
regard this application as an excessive development in a
primarily residential area. Further information on the proposals
can be viewed at https://www.botanicshd.com/.
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Last year I assisted the residents of Dalcassian Downs in having
their Pay & Display permit parking reinstated. Dublin City
Council had removed the Pay & Display parking and installed
yellow lines in their place. Representations to the local traffic
engineer and the Traffic Department eventually paid off and the
status quo resumed.
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