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The Local Elections are due to take place on Friday 24th
May and I will be seeking your No.1 vote. I have been
an Independent Councillor for the last ten years and a
community activist for over 20 years. As an active local
councillor I produce regular newsletters to keep people
updated. It’s not just at election time you see me. I hope
my record of representing the local community will
be appreciated on Election Day. I am also particularly
active on two of the biggest issues currently facing
our community – the ongoing housing crisis and the
continuing issue of precarious work and low pay, which
especially affects young people. I have campaigned for
a massive public house building programme to deliver
affordable rental properties rather than waste millions in
public money subsidising landlords with rent supplement
schemes such HAP or RAS. As a trade union shop steward
and activist with Communities against Low Pay (CALP) I
have campaigned against low pay and the lack of secure
permanent employment.

BUSCONNECTS
Public consultation has just completed on the second phase of
Busconnects. The public submitted over 30,000 observations
and objections to the first phase of the proposals and I helped
organise over 300 submissions from our area to ensure that the
views of local residents will be included in the revised proposals.
A significant number of observations will have been lodged in
relation to the second phase and hopefully the National Transport
Authority (NTA) will take account of the views of the local
community.
Packed public meeting on Busconnects which I organised
I believe any proposals which result in a better public transport
system are to be welcomed but the NTA must ensure that the knock on effects don’t seriously disadvantage local
residents.
The first phase of Busconnects proposed to remove some local bus services and re-route others. The removal of
the current 122 bus service will directly affect the residents of Ashington and the loss of the current 37 service will
remove a direct route to the city centre for the residents of the Blackhorse Avenue area. The amount of opposition
to the first phase proposals citywide should force the NTA to rethink their plans.
The second phase of the process will involve infrastructural changes such as road closures for private traffic,
removal of parts of gardens, removal of trees, increased cycleways and bus lanes. The Blanchardstown to City
Centre Core Bus Corridor plans propose the closure of the Old Cabra Road and Prussia Street to private vehicles. A
major disadvantage of this plan will be the unsustainable increase in traffic using the New Cabra Road to get to the
city centre via Phibsboro. The closures will affect most of the surrounding roads in the area including Skreen Rd,
Nephin Rd, Baggot Rd, Glenbeigh Rd and Blackhorse Avenue will become one of the primary routes for all private
vehicles travelling to and from the city centre due to the restrictions on the New Cabra Road and Prussia Street.
A major concern I have is that the NTA have not carried out traffic projections for the traffic displaced by the
proposed changes. If the NTA haven’t carried out such traffic modelling it would appear that they are not too
concerned about the effect on the surrounding residential roads.

Dalymount Park Redevelopment
I believe the proposed redevelopment of Dalymount
Park is fantastic news. Real progress has been
made over the past couple of months. Consultants
have conducted an appraisal of the redevelopment
project and have provided indicative costs. Included
in the appraisal was consultation with some of the
local residents groups.
Approval has been given for the recruitment of a
design team to further progress the redevelopment
and the tender for the design team will be advertised
by the end of the month. A project manager has also
been recruited. Dublin City Council have committed
to a full non statutory consultation process as the
design progresses. The final design will require
planning permission and will provide a further
opportunity for community engagement. Dublin City
Council continue to provide funding to keep the project progressing but funding for the actual construction of
the stadium remains to be sourced. Pressure will have to be applied on the Government to ensure that this
funding is made available.
As a local resident, Bohs fan and public representative I welcome the redevelopment of the historic Dalymount
Park. Local Authority ownership should ensure that any redesign will encompass all the historical aspects of the
current stadium and also include community facilities in an area seriously lacking in such facilities.
The stadium will be a UEFA Category 3 stadium with a capacity of 6,000. The draft high level design includes
2,000 square metres of community space and a Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) beside St Peters school which
will be available to the local community. A new library is to be included in the community space.
The foresight of Dublin City Council in purchasing and advancing the redevelopment of this historic stadium
must be commended.

Continuing to Enhance the Area
I have received a commitment that funding would be available
from the area Discretionary Fund to continue the environmental
enhancement of the area. Further funding will be available to
continue the improvements at highly visible areas such as Cabra
Cross Junction and Our Lady Help of Christians Church. I was
also successful in having environmental enhancement funding
granted for the Croaghpatrick Road, Ardpatrick Road, Skreen
Road and Slemish Road residents.
Working closely with the local Community Development section
of Dublin City Council I am confident that the impact of the
environmentally friendly projects will have very positive benefits
for our area. I am also looking for suitable locations for planters
and flower pots in the Kinvara and Ashington area or any other
area improvement ideas residents may have. Please contact me
directly if you wish to suggest any local improvements.

Royal Canal Cycleway Update

Map of Royal Canal Cycleway Update

The Royal Canal Cycleway is a project to provide a
7Km cycleway along the Royal Canal from Sheriff
Street to Ashtown. We are making progress but it has
been very slow, running over a year behind schedule.
Phase 2, from Sheriff Street Upper to the North Strand
Road has had funding approved and a contractor
has been appointed to carry out construction. Site
clearance has commenced and work is due to begin in
the 2nd quarter of 2019.
Funding for Phase 3, from North Strand Road up to
Phibsborough Road at CrossGuns Bridge, has also
been approved and a tender for construction has been
issued. A contractor is expected to be chosen by May
with construction planned for the summer. Construction
is dependent on third party approvals from the
Commission for Railway Regulation and CIE/Irish Rail
agreements.
A design consultant for Phase 4, Cross Guns Bridge to
Ashtown, has been appointed. Detailed proposals for
linkage to the Broombridge Luas and for the upgrade
of the canal towpath are currently being designed.
Traffic and topographical surveys are to begin in the
coming weeks with a view to commencing the initial
phase towards the end of the year.
There is also a plan for an interim upgrade of the
canal towpath where sufficient width exists. A
detailed design is currently underway with a view to
publishing a tender towards the end of the year and
an expectation that construction will begin during the
summer of 2020. A complete upgrade of the towpath
is proposed as the final part of Phase 4 and this will
include addressing the underpass below the Maynooth
railway line and increasing the width of the path at
the portions that are currently too narrow to upgrade.
The proposed upgrade will include public lighting and
CCTV for the full length of the towpath from Cross
Guns Bridge to Ashtown. Finance for the upgrade has
been approved by the National Transport Authority
through the Sustainable Transport Measures Grant
Programme.

ASHINGTON TRAIN STATION UPDATE
As reported in my previous newsletter funding for the train station at Ashington has been agreed and the
construction contract will be awarded in June this year and construction is scheduled for completion in Dec 2020.
To increase efficiency on the Maynooth line it is proposed to remove all level crossings as they are still operated
manually causing delays for both trains and vehicles. In this respect Iarnród Éireann are undertaking an options
study to determine the preferable mechanism for removing the level crossing at Ashtown. Unfortunately capacity
at peak times remains a problem and will not be addressed until Iarnród Éireann can purchase more carriages.
Iarnród Éireann in conjunction with the National Transport Authority have gone to market for the purchase of new
carriages but the design of Irish railways requires a particular type of train carriage and these must be specifically
constructed.

Dog Foul
The recurring issue of dog foul polluting our streets and
parks continues to plague our community. The Dublin City
Council Public Domain Team have committed to continue
their Dog Fouling Initiative which includes a high visibility
campaign to raise awareness of the responsibility of dog
owners to clean up after their pets. In the last year very few
complaints were made to DCC regarding dog foul and the
priority given to tackling this issue is based on the number
of complaints. If you are experiencing problems with dog
foul in your area please report the problem to the Public
Domain team at nwa.publicdomain@dublincity.ie or via the
Local Area Office on 01-222 7400. Can you also keep me
updated with any complaints made to the team?

European Election 24th May

Men’s Shed
Its welcome news that a Men’s Shed group has
been setup in the Navan Road area. The community
development section of Dublin City Council are fully
supportive and I have committed to seek funding for
equipment and materials for the group. It is envisaged
that the men will assist with the installing and
maintaining the enhancement projects being carried
out in the area.

Arts & Culture Fund
As part of this year’s Discretionary Fund I have had
€4,000 allocated for any arts or cultural projects in
the area. It’s a small amount of funding but I’m hoping
it will encourage local residents to volunteer ideas to
increase the artistic or cultural identity of the area. If
there is sufficient interest I will seek greater funding
for next year. Please contact me directly if you have
any ideas for arts or cultural projects.
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