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The upcoming local elections will see the greater
Phibsboro area included in the Cabra/Glasnevin
constituency. As a councillor I have always worked
with residents in this area and on 24th of May I will be
seeking your Number 1 vote to ensure my re-election.
I have been involved in various community issues
in the Phibsboro area for over ten years, stretching
back to the original Phibsboro Local Area Plan.
I have worked with local residents groups and
individual residents in attempting to improve the
local environment in the area and combatting

unsuitable planning proposals. I have also supported
the local community in tackling the problems of an
overconcentration of hostels in the area and the illegal
dumping.
I am the representative councillor on two of the
largest projects in the area, the Dalymount Park
Redevelopment Project and the Phibsboro Local
Environmental Improvement Plan (LEIP) and I have
successfully argued for community representation on
both projects.

PHIBSBORO LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPROVEMENT PLAN
A Local Environmental Improvement Plan (LEIP) has been prepared for Phibsboro,
covering a 5-year period, 2017-2022. It is a working document with a focus on
identifying a range of actions to improve the local environment. One of its primary
objectives is to engage with local people, both residents and businesses alike, in
carrying out these improvements. An implementation group has been set up to work
towards achieving the goals set out in the LEIP with representation from various City
Council departments. I am the local councillor selected as the representative on the
implementation group. I also had a successful motion to council insisting on local
community input to the LEIP. One of the primary objectives for the LEIP is to implement
public domain improvements and enhance pedestrian and cyclist experiences at the
cross roads at Doyle’s Corner.

DOYLE’S CORNER
Paul Keogh Architects have been commissioned by Dublin City
Council to prepare a Public Realm Plan for Phibsboro with a particular
focus on the Doyle’s Corner axis. Paul Keogh was involved in the
original Phibsboro Local Area Plan and he is very familiar with the
locality. The objective of the exercise is to design a plan for the area
and produce recommendations. The plan will primarily concentrate
on five sites of interest – Doyle’s Corner, Blessington Street Park
entrance on the North Circular Road, Phibsboro Shopping Centre,
Phibsboro church area and the general Phibsboro Road/North
Circular Road area. A draft design has been produced by PKA and
will be presented to local residents for discussion.

PHIBSBORO SHOP FRONTS
After undertaking an audit of shopfronts in the area Dublin City
Council have organised a scheme to tackle any unsightly shopfronts.
DCC are willing to provide some funding and are hopeful that
business owners will support and engage with the scheme. DCC are
also hopeful that local residents groups will assist in encouraging the
businesses to participate.

DALYMOUNT PARK REDEVELOPMENT
I believe the proposed redevelopment of Dalymount
Park is fantastic news. Real progress has been made
over the past couple of months. Consultants have
conducted an appraisal of the redevelopment project
and have provided indicative costs. Included in the
appraisal was consultation with some of the local
residents groups.
Approval has been given for the recruitment of a
design team to further progress the redevelopment
and the tender for the design team will be advertised
by the end of the month. A project manager has also
been recruited. Dublin City Council have committed
to a full non statutory consultation process as the
design progresses. The final design will require
planning permission and will provide a further
opportunity for community engagement. Dublin
City Council continue to provide funding to keep
the project progressing but funding for the actual
construction of the stadium remains to be sourced.
Pressure will have to be applied on the Government
to ensure that this funding is made available.
As a local resident, Bohs fan and public representative I welcome the redevelopment of the historic Dalymount
Park. Local Authority ownership should ensure that any redesign will encompass all the historical aspects of the
current stadium and also include community facilities in an area seriously lacking in such facilities.
The stadium will be a UEFA Category 3 stadium with a capacity of 6,000. The draft high level design includes
2,000 square metres of community space and a Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) beside St Peters school which
will be available to the local community. A new library is to be included in the community space.
The foresight of Dublin City Council in purchasing and advancing the redevelopment of this historic stadium must
be commended.

Shopping Centre Development
While I welcome the redevelopment of the shopping centre
site given its dilapidated appearance I was disappointed that
the approved design didn’t include the demolition of the
tower which will only be refurbished instead. The proposed
cladding/ mesh to be installed on the tower appears to be
a cheap effort to hide the ugly and dated brutalist design of
the original tower. The current proposal doesn’t utilise the
possibilities of a softer, greener design which could alleviate
some of the harsher aspects of the current site.
I was also disappointed that the An Bord Pleanála
recommendation didn’t have a stipulation on
building residential housing rather than more student
accommodation and that no significant community gain was
included as the local community will face significant traffic
disruption during the building phase of the redevelopment.
I supported the combined residents associations in
objecting to the proposed design. I was the only elected
representative who objected to the development and spoke
at the An Bord Pleanála Oral Hearing. I was disappointed
that our objection failed but hope the regeneration of the
shopping centre site, in conjunction with the redevelopment
of Dalymount Park, will bring a renewed vibrancy to the
centre of Phibsboro village.

Compulsory Purchase Order for Connaught Street
Over ten years since I raised the issue of the derelict
houses on Connaught Street Dublin City Council
have finally issued Compulsory Purchase Orders
(CPO) against No.19 & No.21 Connaught Street. In
2008 Dublin City Council had to secure, at taxpayer’s
expense, numbers 19 and 21 when they became a
health and safety risk. At the time I requested DCC to
issue CPO’s against the properties but they refused.
I eventually forced DCC to trace the owners and to
put the properties on the Derelict Sites Register. A
property on the Derelict Sites Register is liable for an
annual fine of 3% of the value of the site and interest
on any unpaid fines. There are significant sums
owning on both properties.
In 2012 DCC won a District Court judgement against
the owners and forced them to secure the houses.
The houses were then removed from the Derelict
Sites Register. Both houses were re-entered on the
Derelict Sites Register in 2018 and CPO’s were issued.
The owners have appealed the CPO’s to An Bord
Pleanála and we await their decision.

Dorset Street Upgrade

There is more good news in the area with the proposed upgrade and redesign of Dorset Street. Dorset Street
is the primary route into Dublin city from the Airport and the M1 and is currently dominated by fast food outlets
and vacant buildings. There is also ongoing difficulties with adult shops and brothels.
After years of community complaints about the state of the area, an alliance of the Lower Dorset Street
Community Group, the Business group Dubhlinn and Dublin City Council are working together to improve
the local environment. In consultation with local residents and local businesses, DCC have funded a plan to
reallocate road space to widen footpaths, create cycle lanes, remove the concrete median running down the
centre of the street and provide pull-in parking to encourage shoppers and tourists. A temporary pop-up shop
opened at 55 Dorset Street last November to allow anyone interested in the project view the plans.
On a related issue, the problem of brothels on Dorset Street has been tackled by local residents with pickets
and protests. The community actions have been successful in highlighting the issue and forcing some of the
brothels to close. I am the only elected representative who has supported the community on this issue.

Royal Canal Cycleway Update
The Royal Canal Cycleway is a project to provide a 7Km cycleway along the Royal Canal from Sheriff Street to
Ashtown. We are making progress but it has been very slow, running over a year behind schedule.
Phase 2, from Sheriff Street Upper to the North Strand Road has had funding approved and a contractor has
been appointed to carry out construction. Site clearance has commenced and work is due to begin in the 2nd
quarter of 2019.
Funding for Phase 3, from North Strand Road up to Phibsborough Road at CrossGuns Bridge, has also been
approved and a tender for construction has been issued. A contractor is expected to be chosen by May with
construction planned for the summer. Construction is dependent on third party approvals from the Commission
for Railway Regulation and CIE/Irish Rail agreements.
A design consultant for Phase 4, Cross Guns Bridge to Ashtown, has been appointed. Detailed proposals for
linkage to the Broombridge Luas and for the upgrade of the canal towpath are currently being designed. Traffic
and topographical surveys are to begin in the coming weeks with a view to commencing construction in the
summer.

Dublin Bikes Expansion
I welcome news that the installation of 9 new local Dublin Bikes
stations has been completed. Dublin City Council are to be
commended for the successful extension of the scheme. The
new stations are located in Grangegorman, Rathdown Road,
Charleville Road, Phibsborough Road, George’s Lane, Western
Way and Avondale Road. The station proposed for Western Way
has been delayed due to problems with Irish Water and the ESB.
This station will require a redesign.
Dublin City Council have also licenced two ‘Stationless’ Bike
operators which will add to the availability of bikes for public use.
The ‘Stationless’ Bike scheme will see over 200 bikes on the city
streets and will facilitate expanded bike hire services to outer
suburban areas and allow greater flexibility for users as bikes do
not have to be returned to a docking station
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Get Involved in Campaigning for
Public Housing
A new organisation, the Campaign for Public
Housing, was formed late last year and intends to
highlight mixed income public housing as an answer to
the current housing and homeless crisis. The campaign
has already held a number of successful protests and
is planning activities for the coming weeks and months.
If you would like to get involved please contact the
campaign on:
Facebook:CampaignForPublicHousing

